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Freight Snapshot 

 
1. Introduction 

1.1. Purpose of Report  

1.2. Definitions  

 

2. Defining Freight 

2.1. Explanation of Modes 

2.2. Explanation of Unique Needs for Each Mode 

 

3. Existing & Committed Freight Facilities and Conditions 

3.1. Truck Facilities 

3.1.1. Regional Distribution Centers 

3.1.2. Truck parking facilities 

3.1.3. Volumes 

3.1.4. Condition 

3.1.5. Forecasted growth 

3.2. Rail Facilities 

3.2.1. Track & Use 

3.2.2. Intermodal Yards 

3.2.3. Rail yards 

3.2.4. At grade crossings 

3.2.5. Volumes 

3.2.6. Condition 

3.2.7. Forecasted growth 

3.3. Water 

3.3.1. International Port of Chicago 

3.3.2. Other 

3.3.3. Volumes 

3.3.4. Condition 

3.3.5. Forecasted growth 

3.4. Air 

3.4.1. O’Hare Airport 

3.4.2. Midway Airport 

3.4.3. South Suburban Airport 

3.4.4. DuPage Airport 

3.4.5. Gary Airport 

3.4.6. Related connectors 

3.4.6.1. Volumes 

3.4.6.2. Condition 

3.4.7. Forecasted growth 

3.5. Intermodal Connectors 

3.5.1. Volumes 
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3.5.2. Condition 

3.6. Commodities 

3.6.1. Value of goods with O or D in region 

3.6.2. Tonnage of goods 

 

4. Freight Operations 

4.1.1. Existing Conditions 

4.1.2. Existing Policies 

 

5. Cross-Cutting Issues 

5.1. Economic Competiveness 

5.1.1. Freight related employment 

5.1.2. Percentage of Regional Total 

5.1.3. Revenue from Taxes on Goods Moved 

5.2. Community Impacts 

5.3. Environment 

5.3.1. Introduction 

5.3.1.1. Connection of Freight and the Environment 

5.3.1.1.1. Freight’s current share of VMT and expected growth 

5.3.1.1.2. Costs of Congestion 

5.3.1.1.2.1. Monetary cost of congestion to freight and the public 

5.3.1.1.2.2. Extra pollution generated because of congestion 

5.3.2. Pollution generated by mode 

5.3.2.1. Road 

5.3.2.1.1. Per ton-mile 

5.3.2.1.2. Per dollar of cargo (?) 

5.3.2.1.3. Reduction Strategies 

5.3.2.1.3.1. Lobbying for Reduced Speed Limits 

5.3.2.1.3.2. Rewards for Efficient Drivers 

5.3.2.1.3.3. Load combinations 

5.3.2.2. Rail 

5.3.2.2.1. Per ton-mile 

5.3.2.2.2. Per dollar of cargo (?) 

5.3.2.2.3. Reduction Strategies 

5.3.2.3. Air 

5.3.2.3.1. Per ton-mile 

5.3.2.3.2. Per dollar of cargo (?) 

5.3.2.3.3. Reduction Strategies 

5.3.2.4. Water 

5.3.2.4.1. Per ton-mile 

5.3.2.4.2. Per dollar of cargo (?) 

5.3.2.4.3. Reduction Strategies 

5.3.3. Impacts of Just-In-Time supply chains 

5.3.3.1. Increase use of fast, energy intensive modes 

5.3.3.2. Decrease in truck load factors 

5.3.4. Other efforts to reduce environmental impacts 

5.3.4.1. Domestic MPO Best Practices 

5.3.4.2. International Efforts 

5.3.4.2.1. European Commission Strategic Plan  
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5.4. Land Use 

5.4.1. Current Land Use Totals with Freight/Industrial Specifically Noted 

5.4.2. Past Changes in Land Use 

5.4.2.1. Agricultural/Rural to Industrial/Warehousing 

5.4.2.2. Retail Land Use Growth 

5.4.2.3. Industrial/Brownfield Redevelopment 

5.5. Public Transit 

5.5.1. Amtrak 

5.5.1.1. Current delays caused by freight operations 

5.5.1.2. Estimated delays caused by growth in freight operations 

5.5.2. Metra 

5.5.2.1. Current delays caused by freight operations 

5.5.2.2. Estimated delays caused by growth in freight operations 

5.6. Safety 

5.6.1. Highway safety 

5.6.2. Grade crossing 

 

6. Funding 

 

7. Next Steps – Issues for Consideration 

7.1. Application to Comprehensive Plan 

7.2. Where is Freight in the Regional “Vision” 

7.3. Regional System Capacity 

7.4. Encourage regional approach to freight 

7.5. Role of Public Private Partnerships in Freight  

7.6. Connection to Municipality Policies 

7.7. Role in National Freight System 

7.8. Currently a Transportation/Freight Hub 

7.9. Do we want to continue in this role? 

7.10. Importance of Freight to Every Citizen in Region 

7.11. Potential impacts of freight bypass of region 

7.12. Potential impacts of encouraging more freight activity in region 

7.13. Potential impacts of SSA 

 

 


